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Deuteronomy 4:28

“And there ye shall serve gods, the
work of men’s hands, wood and
stone, which neither see, nor hear,
nor eat, nor smell.”



2 Kings 19:18

“And have cast their gods into the
fire: for they were no gods, but the
work of men’s hands, wood and
stone: therefore they have
destroyed them.”



Psalm 115:4-8

“Their idols are silver and gold, the

work of men’s hands. ... 8 They that

make them are like unto them; so Is
every one that trusteth in them.”




A Fitting Climax
Acts 7:44-53



Stephen’s threefold purpose ...

(1) To defend himself against charges of
blasphemy.



Stephen’s threefold purpose ...

(1) To defend himself against charges of
blasphemy against God, Moses, the
Law, and the Temple.

(2) To confront the Jewish leaders with
their sinfulness in rejecting Jesus.

(3) To proclaim Jesus as the promised
Messiah and Savior of the world.



Deuteronomy 18:15

“The LORD thy God will raise up unto
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee,
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto
him ye shall hearken.”



John 4:20

“Our fathers worshipped in this
mountain; and ye say, that in
Jerusalem is the place where

men ought to worship.”



1 Kings 8:27

“But will God indeed dwell on the
earth? behold, the heaven and
heaven of heavens cannot contain

thee; how much less this house
that | have builded?”



1. God never intended the Temple to
be a source of Jewish pride.

2. God never intended the Temple to
be a cultural or economic icon.

3. God never intended the Temple
itself to become an object of
worship.



Jeremiah 7:9-10

“Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn
Incense unto Baal, and walk after other
gods whom ye know not; 10 And come
and stand before me in this house, which
IS called by my name, and say, We are
delivered to do all these abominations?”



A. The Temple was intended to help
people see their need for God and
pursue a relationship with Him.

B. The Temple was a “teaching
device” for the plan of salvation,
pointing people to Jesus, the
perfect Priest and perfect Sacrifice.



